
On Tuesday 5th of March, Ms Flentjar and our school captains 
Kythea and Jayden, alongside Year 6 students Harper and 
Charlotte, attended the Cardinia Network Koorie/Cultural 
Student Leaders Conference at the Council Chambers in 
Officer. Over the course of the day, the students were provided 
an opportunity to connect with school leaders from a number of 
primary schools in our network, participating in a range of fun 
games and activities. The students enjoyed a visit from Cr Jack 
Kowarzik, our local mayor, who shared his journey in becoming 
the mayor of Cardinia Shire. Highlights from our leaders were; 
Kythea - "Pete's acknowledgment to country was a highlight for 
me. It was great to learn about how we can make our own 
acknowledgements to country more personalised and having 
an opportunity to draft our own”. Jayden - "When you are an 
effective leader, it's not just about what you do, it's about how 
you lead your team". Harper - "I enjoyed hearing from others 
their journey to leadership and learning from their stories". 
Charlotte - "I liked the tour around the council chambers and 
learning about what is involved in each persons’ role”. Overall, 
the students had a fantastic day, and represented Pakenham 
Lakeside proudly.  
 

On Tuesday this week, two of our staff members were enacting 
their leadership capabilities through facilitating and convening 
the 2024 Cardinia Schools Network Marrung Community of 
Practice. Ms Olszewski and Mr Krug led 46 DET and school staff 
from schools across the network to build and share knowledge 
and understanding of Koorie Education in our schools. 
Congratulations to them both for the recognition of the great 
work they have been leading in over recent years. 
 
As part of our Social and Emotional learning at PLPS, students 
in years 4, 5 and 6 recently participated in an incursion with 
Project Rockit. The purpose of the incursion was to support our 
students in their development and confidence in navigating 
both the social and online world. The sessions support our 
wellbeing program through empowering students to promote a 
culture that is positive, with the belief they can make a 
difference. The sessions were highly participatory and 
promoted many conversations and reflection together with 
providing strategies and ideas the students can enact when 
needed.  
 
Last Friday 81 students from year five and six participated in the 
Summer Sport Lightning Premiership. Our students 
represented PLPS in the sports of Softball, Cricket, Basketball, 
Volleyball and Tennis.  
The weather was a treat, turning on a lovely day for our students 
and staff to participate in a very enjoyable day. There was much 
to celebrate at the end of the day. Feedback from the day is our 
teams consistently demonstrated sportsmanship and 
teamwork throughout their competition. Two teams won their 
competitions, our girls basketball and boys tennis teams. They 

will have the opportunity to represent our district later in the 
year. Four other teams were runners up in their competitions.  
Thank you to Mr Vann and Mr Seton our Physical Education 
teachers for their organisation of this event, as well as other 
staff members who coached and encouraged our teams 
throughout the day. 
 
Congratulations to our student performers in years 2, 3 and 4 for 
the fun and entertaining performances they put on for our 
audiences at the Cardinia Cultural Centre this week. Continuing 
on the wonderful tradition of student performances at PLPS, our 
students performed three shows of their “Colours and Shapes” 
Dance Concert with great energy and enthusiasm. Thank you to 
Ms Windust and Ms Dahmen, our Performing Arts teachers, for 
their efforts and commitment in working with, and preparing our 
children for their performances. Thank you once again to our 
school community for your support of our Performing Arts 
program through the provision of costumes and the purchase of 
tickets. 
 
Yesterday morning our basketball courts were filled with many 
smiling children who were excited to be parading their amazing 
Easter Bonnets. Our students in years Prep, One and Two 
enjoyed sharing their creations with their peers and families. It 
was great to see many family members come along and join in 
the celebration and fun. Thank you to Ms Clarkson and Ms 
Phillips for enhancing the festivities with their commentary 
throughout the parade. Thank you to all our students and 
families for the time and effort put into creating the colourful 
and interesting bonnets. 
 
Our Easter Raffle was also drawn yesterday and the winners for 
each of the home groups have been contacted. The list of our 
winners was posted on Compass yesterday afternoon.  
 
A big thank you to our Parents Association for the collation of 
the amazing Easter hampers for the raffle and to our school 
community for supporting this event through donations and the 
purchase of tickets. The raffle has raised $2634.60. I look 
forward to working with our student leaders to discuss how 
these funds will be used to support initiatives for our students.   
 
A reminder that OSHClub is providing their vacation care 
program for our students at PLPS over the school holiday break 
starting Tuesday, April 2nd. Any inquiries may be directed to 
OSHClub on 0438 559 017. 
 
Second term commences on Monday, April 15th.  
 
Wishing everyone a safe, relaxing and enjoyable holiday break. 
 

Kerrie Kingston-Gains  
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  DIARY DATES 
 

 

 

Term 1 
 

 

Thursday 28th March: Last Day of Term 1 –Early dismissal time 2.30pm 
 

 

Term 2 

 

Monday 15th April: Term 2 commences 

 

Wednesday 17th April: Year 4-6 House Athletics 

 

Thursday 18th April - Friday 3rd May: Year 2 Swimming 

 

Friday 19th April—Friday 7th June: Winter Interschool Sports  

 

Monday 22nd April: School Fun Run 

 

Tuesday 23rd April: Year 4 Hands on Science Incursion 

 

Tuesday 28th May—Friday 31st May: Year 5 Beechworth Camp 

 

 

 











 

Canteen News 
  

The first day for canteen for Term 2 will be:  
 

Tuesday 16th April 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Please be advised that the Android Phone issue with the Qkr! App has now 
been resolved.  Parents and Carers can now download the Qkr! App from 

the Google Play Store. 

 
Apologies for the inconvenience and thank you for your patience.  

 
Regards 

The Qkr Team 

 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

Sharing of food 
 

Sharing of food items is NOT permitted at PLPS, due to reasons associated with health, 
safety and family beliefs and choice.  Food cannot be distributed to other students: 

 this includes food items to celebrate birthdays.  
Non-food items can be shared for birthdays, if so desired. 

 
When food items are being used within the teaching and learning programs at school, 
communications will be posted on Compass to parents and carers outlining the food 
items being used.  Parents will have the option to discuss implications for their child 

or opt out of these activities. 
 
















